SNOWDEN AND   THE 1931 ELECTION
a renegade ? The reasons are unfortunately only too obvious.
Snowden saw through MacDonald's game ; indeed, he saw
more. However much he knew that the coup d'etat was a
swindle, his foresight warned him that the intrigue was going
to be successful.
While some Labour Members thought that the electors
would realize what the c National * Government really meant
and vote for its overthrow, Snowden foretold the triumph of
MacDonald's election strategy. If, then, MacDonald was
going to win, Snowden determined that he would be on the
winning side. He knew that there was no future for him in the
Labour Party ; the Liberal Party was dying, if not dead ; and
he had been a thorn in the flesh to the Tories. Much against
his will, he must ally himself with MacDonald if he would save
his political career from ending in futility and humiliating
failure. He must make himself as useful to MacDonald as
possible. There were several reasons why he should be anxious
to show MacDonald how valiantly anti-Socialist he was, and
that he stood side by side with him in his attack on Labour.
The lengths to which he was prepared to go can be seen
in his tirades during the election. His extraordinary gift of
invective was shown in a memorable and dramatic speech
which he delivered in the Commons just before he left that
assembly for the Gilded Chamber. It was the last occasion
on which he particularly addressed the Labour Opposition.
He spoke from the Treasury Bench, and his speech, for its
concentrated animosity, was a rare example of a modern,
political philippic. With flaming eyes, with sneering lips,
with stabbing finger, he leant over the box, apparently wish-
ing to be closer to his enemies, as he jeered in sibilant acerbity.
A scene of violent tumult followed his bitter peroration. The
Labour Members felt as if they had been stung by a scorpion
and shouted in rage. His last words were :
c I have admired the way they have cheered to keep their
spirits up, knowing that only a few weeks, possibly, remain
before the place that knows them now will know them no more.9
Snowden was a true prophet; the Labour Party suffered
one of the greatest defeats that any political Party ever received
in this country.
447